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night among the men, encouraging them One morning at daybreak he observed that the agger was smoking The ingenious Gauls had undei mined it and set it on fiie At the same moment they appeared along the walls with pitch-balls, toiches, faggots, which they hurled in to feed the flames Theie was an instant of confusion, but Caesar uniformly had two legions under arms while the rest weie woiking The Gauls fought with a courage which called out his warm admiiation He watched them at the points of greatest danger falling under the shots from the scorpions, and others stepping undaunted into their places to fall in the same way Then? valor was unavailing They were driven in, and the flamea weie extinguished, the agger was level with the walls, and defence was no longer possible The garrison intended to slip away at night through the rums to ]om their friends outside The wailing of the women was heard in the Roman camp, and escape was made impossible The morning after, in a tempest of ram and wind, the place was stormed The legionaries, excited by the remembiance of Grien and the long resistance, slew every human being that they found, men, women, and children all alike Out of forty thousand who were within the walls eight hundred only, that had fled at the first sound of the attack, made their way to the camp of Vercmgetoiix
Undismayed by the calamity, Vercingetonx made use of it to sustain the determination of his followers He pointed out to them that he had himself opposed the defence The Romans had defeated them, not by superior couiage, but by superior science The heart of the whole nation was united to force the Romans out of Gaul, and they had only to persevere